
 



 



 

a) Guru Sahib has exhorted Sikhs to lead a life of humility and simplicity. 

b) Sikhs regard Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji as the Living Guru and offer prayers to 

Him alone to seek all kinds of blessings and gifts. 

c) Every Sikh across the globe, while revering Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji as their 

Guru, is also committed to Sri Akal Takht Sahib and abides by the Hukamnamas 

(edict) issued from there as well as encourages fellow Sikhs to do the same. 

d) When we wish to request something from someone, we personally reach out 

to them by visiting their home (or wherever they reside). Similarly, whenever we 

seek the Guru's refuge and support to pray for the well-being of our family or 

ourselves, we should go to the Gurdwara Sahib to offer our Ardas (prayer) before 

Guru Sahib, rather than taking the Guru to a place where the Guru's dignity and 

reverence might be compromised. 

e) It is deeply regrettable that today, some uninformed individuals, perhaps 

swayed by materialism and a herd mentality are ignoring the reverence due to 

Guru Sahib. They do not exhibit any hesitation to conduct the Anand Karaj 

(marriage) ceremonies their own or their children by taking the Saroop of Sri 

Guru Granth Sahib Ji to prohibited venues such as resorts, banquet halls, 

commercial farmhouses, or beaches. They do this despite being aware that at 

such locations, the consumption of alcohol and meat—and in many instances, 

even the use of tobacco—is permitted. 

f) For this reason, Sri Akal Takht Sahib—the supreme seat of the Panth—issued 

Hukamnamas (edicts) in 1998, 2023, and again in 2025, explicitly stating that 

there is a complete prohibition on Sikhs conducting Anand Karaj ceremonies by 

taking the Saroop of Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji to resorts, banquet halls, 

commercial farmhouses, or beaches.  

g) If a family wishes to organize additional wedding-related events at the venues 

mentioned above, before or after the Anand Karaj (even though such practices 

are contrary to Gurmat), they may still plan such programs at their own 

discretion. 

Some points regarding 'destination weddings' to be shared with the Sangat at 

the Gurdwara Sahib: 

 



h) Despite being aware of the established code of conduct, some Ragis and 

Granthi Singhs, driven by greed, violate the Hukamnamas (edicts) issued by Sri 

Akal Takht Sahib by taking Saroops of Guru Sahib from their homes to resorts, 

banquet halls, commercial farmhouses, or beaches and officiate such illicit 

Anand Karaj. 

i) Certain individuals identifying as Sikhs, who happen to be owners of such 

resorts, banquet halls, or commercial farmhouses, are blatantly violating the 

Hukamnamas (edicts) issued by Sri Akal Takht Sahib regarding this matter. They 

do so by arranging for the unauthorized Prakash of Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji 

within these commercial venues, showing no apprehension or hesitation in 

disregarding these directives. 

j) A humble request is made to Sikhs residing across the globe that in order to 

uphold the sanctity and reverence of Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji, you should urge 

your relatives, acquaintances, or friends to refrain from having a "destination 

wedding," if you find out that they are planning one. If they still do not heed this 

advice, you should inform the management of a local Gurdwara Sahib.  

k) Anand Karaj ceremonies conducted in violation of the ban imposed by Sri Akal 

Takht Sahib regarding such ceremonies at resorts, banquet halls, commercial 

farmhouses, or beaches shall be deemed invalid. 

l) We would like to caution the Sangat (congregation) that if any family, Granthi, 

or Ragi conducts an Anand Karaj by taking the Saroop of Sri Guru Granth Sahib 

Ji to a resort, banquet hall, commercial farmhouse, or beach, or if the owners of 

such venues who claim themselves to be a Sikh and even those individuals who 

join in on such an occasion are going to be considered heretics by the Panth. It 

will be made sure that a formal complaint is lodged at Sri Akal Takht Sahib to 

report the names of the bride and groom, their families, the Sikh owners of these 

businesses, and the Ragi or Granthi involved for necessary action. If a person(s) 

who refuses to accept blame for their grave misconduct or repeatedly commits 

such violations, is punished in accordance with the Khalsa tradition, the 

Gurdwara managements shall bear no responsibility for such acts.


